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What’s Love Got to Do With It? 

 
Read: John 13:31-35 
 
In this week’s gospel Jesus gives his disciple a new commandment, to love one another 
as he has loved them (John 13:34). The mark of a disciple is based on how we love like 
Jesus. He is our model, because he is the perfect expression of God’s love. Therefore our 
words, actions and decisions should reflect our relationship and pursuit of Jesus. If a 
person is walking with God, then their life should reflect those characteristics on the 
outside. In the gospels Jesus embodies four main characteristics we should try to imitate.   
 
First, Jesus was challenging. Our society often confuses love with tolerance. As any 
parent knows, there are some things you simply can’t tolerate when it comes to your 
children, because it isn’t in their best interest. Love means that we lovingly challenge 
people when we know that their lives aren’t headed in the right direction.  
 
Second, Jesus was relational. We need fellowship in order to grow spiritually. Jesus’ 
mission was not easy, that is why he surrounded himself with twelve friends. He needed 
their support. Love means that we seek and offer support through spiritual relationships.  
 
Third, Jesus was justice orientated. Our society often forgets the oppressed, persecuted 
and marginalized. But Jesus made a special effort to reach out to these individuals. Love 
means that we care for our neighbour, especially those in need.  
 
Fourth, Jesus was a teacher. He instructed his disciples so that they could come to know 
God personally. He met people where they were at and slowly moved them into a deeper 
relationship with God. Although he was patient with people, he never minced words or 
compromised when it came to his message. Love means charitably sharing our faith, 
gradually leading others to Christ and instructing them in the faith.  
 
Jesus’ purpose for coming was to give us an example, so that we could follow his path of 
love (Luke 4:18-19). The life of a disciple is devoted to loving and serving others (1 John 
2:6). A disciple is also committed to sharing the good news (Matt 28:19). This is the 
model that Jesus has left us to follow: love one another.   
 
Grow: Which characteristic of love do I need to work on? 
 

“Love one Another” 
          John 13:34 

 


