“They were overwhelmed with joy”
Matthew 2:10

The Wise Men’s Gifts
Read: Matthew 2:1-12
In this week’s gospel, the Wise Men visit the Holy Family. Wise Men were known as astrologers,
since they combined primitive science with speculation about great religious and historical
events. In Matthew’s narrative they represent the Gentile nations who are to encounter Christ.
They come with questions, which become apparent from the gifts they carry.
Gold is the metal from which royal insignias and coins are made. It was the standard for valuing
all currencies in the world. It represents, then, politics and economics; questions about the nature
of power and how wealth might be used for the human good. Frankincense is the material of
worship. It is used in cultic worshipful services. The Magi have searching questions about the
divine, searching theological questions. Myrrh is the stuff used for mummifying the dead, and
death is the great philosophical question about life: the what, why and how of human existence.
So, the Wise Men have questions about the political and economic order of the world, they have
theological concerns, and they have philosophical anxieties. And these they bring with their own
kind of faith and hope to this unique Child whom the Church of the Gentiles will eventually
proclaim to be the answer to their question. Jesus Christ is the universal King. His reign is the
ultimate answer to the questions of political, social and economic order. He is God from God, and
so the ultimate object of theological concern. He is the Victor over death, and thus the ultimate
resolution of life’s anxieties.
Epiphany foreshadows the proclamation of the Good News to the entire world. A world that has
many questions, concerns and anxiety. Jesus’s Incarnation is the answer, and those who find him,
will encounter the joy the Wise Men experienced.

