Matthew 28:19

The Great Commission
Read: Mark 16:15-20
There is nothing more irritating than having a perfectly sound argument rejected, or when that
person politely smiles and tells me that my beliefs are “nice.” I have had failures when it comes to
sharing my faith, but I have learned a few lessons.
Frist, we have to believe that Jesus is our personal Lord and savior. If our hearts have not been
convinced of this truth it is hard to share the good news with others. Jesus is not a preferred flavor
of bubble gum, he is the savior of the world. Though God can use many means to bring people to
salvation, there is only one guaranteed path, and Jesus outlines it for us: “repent and be baptized”.
Personal conversion is essential.
Second, we must wait for the power of the Holy Spirit to come upon us. We can’t do anything
without him. That is why Jesus ascends into heaven, so the Spirit can manifest itself in the Church.
The Spirit, as St. Paul tells us, infills each of us with gifts and equips us for the mission at hand.
Third, we must recognize our place in God’s plan. In Ephesians, St. Paul tells us that not everyone
is called to be a missionary or preacher, but we are all called, in our daily settings and vocations,
to witness our faith before others.
Forth, we must go. If our hearts have been converted and we are following God’s will, we must be
intentional about our mission. When Jesus gives the great commission, he makes it very clear that
our purpose is to proclaim the good news. We don’t have a choice, but our approach can be unique.
I’ve learnt that every situation is different, every person is unique, but God’s love for them is the
same. All we can do, in word and action, is help them understand that they are loved by a God
who gave his life for them. The Spirit will do the rest.

