“Believe in the Lord Jesus”
Acts 16:31

SAYING YES
Read: Mark 10:17-30
At the end of this week’s gospel the disciples confoundedly ask Jesus, “who can be saved?” He
responds by saying that salvation is only possible by God’s grace. Jesus teaches the disciples the
key to salvation: a personal “yes” to him.
From the beginning God created us to be in relationship with Him. Sin broke those relational bonds
and separated us from God. In order to redeem us, God sent his only Son into the world to die for
our sins. We have objectively been saved through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. That is why
salvation is a gratuitous gift of God. There is nothing we can do that will earn our salvation. The
price of our salvation has already been paid through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.
That is why the Catechism teaches, “Believing in Jesus Christ and the One who sent him is
necessary for our salvation” (161).
However, this gift requires a subjective and free response. Our salvation necessitates a personal
acceptance, through faith, that Jesus is our Lord and Savior. It is a decision, a personal “yes”, to
Jesus’s invitation to follow him. That is why the Church says, “faith is a personal act – the free
response…to the initiative of God who reveals himself” (166).
Our salvation is dependent upon our personal “yes” to Jesus. This “yes’ as Pope Benedict reminds
us, “is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person,
which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction” It is accepting, by personal decision, the
saving sovereignty of Christ. It means personally choosing to follow Jesus and putting him first in
our lives. Salvation, through the grace of Jesus, is open to everyone. Our acceptance of this gift
requires a resounding, life changing “yes” to Jesus Christ.

