“God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world”
John 3:17

Hooked on a Feeling
Read: John 11:1-45
In the gospel we get to see the compassionate side of Jesus as he raises his friend Lazarus
from the dead. The Bible tells us “Jesus wept” (John 11:35) over the death of his friend.
Moved with sympathy, Jesus assures his friends that he is the resurrection and the life,
and that those who believe in him will spend eternity in heaven.
There are two important points to note from the gospel: (1) Jesus has experienced the
entire range of human emotions (Hebrews 4:15). Because of this, he fully understands our
human condition, and the ups and downs associated with life. (2) Jesus is the resurrection
and the life, and for those who believe in him, death is not the end but the beginning of a
new life with God (John 11:25).
At the end of our lives each of us will be subject to judgement and will have to “render an
account for himself to God” (Rom. 14:12). The Bible tells us that Jesus is the one who
will judge us (John 5:22). As Pope Benedict says, this is good news, because “it is not a
stranger who judges us but he whom we know in faith. The judge will not advance to
meet us as the entirely other, but as one of us, who knows human existence from the
inside and has suffered.”
That is the remarkable thing about God. He has not left us abandoned and alone. He sent
his Son into the world, not to condemn us but to save us (John 3:17). A Son who has
shared in our human condition, who laughs with us, cries with us and unconditionally
loves us. If we have faith, as Martha did in the gospel, then even the most tragic
situations can be redeemed. God is with us. Death and judgement are not to be feared, if
we have lived a faithful life. For Jesus will turn our sorrow into joy, our death in
resurrection.

