
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Freedom to Worship 

 
Read: Luke 4:18-19  
 
The last four weeks have been packed with various Theophanies, whereby Christ manifests himself 
to us. The arrival of the magi signifies that Christ is the light of the world. The Baptism in the 
Jordan is God’s proclamation that Jesus is his divine Son. The wedding feast of Cana, signifying 
Christ’s arrival on the public scene. Finally, the reading of the scroll in the temple, whereby Jesus 
proclaims his messianic mission.  
 
Each Theophany is testimony of Christ’s identity and mission. However, there is something deeper 
going on. The objective of Christ’s messianic mission is to liberate the people from their sins, 
allowing us free access to the Father, whom we are called to “worship in spirit and in truth” (John 
4:24). The purpose of Christ liberating us from sin is so we can worship God. Jesus, as our model, 
went to the synagogue every week to worship the Lord, “as was his custom” (Luke 4:16).  
 
The theme of worship and freedom is prevalent throughout the Old Testament. When the people 
of Israel were liberated from the Egyptians it was in order that the people may be free to worship 
God (Exodus 7:16). When Ezra reads the scroll to the people, they “bowed down and worshiped 
the Lord” (Neh. 8:6), because he has delivered them from Babylonian exile. They are emancipated 
in order to worship freely.  
 
The entire purpose of salvation is to free us to worship God. Worship is offered by a grateful heart, 
for the great gift of salvation that God has offered each of us through Jesus. A heart that has 
experienced a personal Theophany and encountered the Lord, is a heart that finds it easy to 
worship. If we believe Jesus has freed us from sin and death, then our gratitude should flow out in 
worship. The worship of God elevates our hearts and minds and centers our life on Christ.  
 


