“Set your minds on things
that are above, not on
things that are on earth”
Colossians 3:2

Center of My Own Universe
Read: John 12:20-33
In the gospel we hear Jesus alluding to his passion and how his death will open up the
path of salvation for all people. But embedded within his prophetic word is a challenge.
When Christ says that we must die to ourselves and hate our lives in this world, he is
ultimately saying that our daily choices should be orientated towards God. Our ability to
be “drawn up” into Christ depends upon our willingness to set aside our personal agenda
and follow Him.
When I was younger my choices didn’t always point towards God. I tried to fill my life
with a lot of quick thrills and good times at the cost of others and myself. I put God on
the back burner. Sports, friends, sleeping in, video games, all became my priority. After
all, I thought, there is nothing wrong with a little harmless indulgence. But as I matured
as a disciple of Christ I realized that I was in love with myself, and not God.
Jesus says that in order to have eternal life we need to die to ourselves. That is no small
task. It is painful to think that we are not the center of the universe. It is even more
irritating to realize that God might be wiser than we are, and, for that matter, so is His
Holy Church. Humility is never an easy pill to swallow but it is the only antidote to pride.
But we can take small steps by asking ourselves, “is what I am about to do a step towards
loving myself or loving God?” This task is made a lot easier if we know what God asks
of us. That is why it is important to know our faith and to pray regularly. A daily
examination of conscience can be very helpful. By doing, so we can identify those
moments where we love ourselves more than God. Then we can start to change our
habits, put God first and “bear much fruit.”

