
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Car Trouble 
 

Read: John 3:14-21 
On a return trip from visiting family fiends, my conduct was so bad that my parents 
repeatedly warned me to behave or I would be banished from the car. Not taking their 
threat seriously, I continued to be disobedient. A few moments later I found myself by the 
side of the road. I had the option of apologizing or being left behind. I remained obstinate 
and was rewarded with a mile hike back to the house.    
In the gospel Jesus reminds us that salvation is a two way street. Our objective salvation 
was purchased for us through Christ’s sacrifice. Jesus’ death made salvation availed to 
each person, should they choose it. That is why the subjective (our personal salvation) is 
dependent upon our response to God’s loving invitation. St. Paul informs us that we 
cannot earn God’s gift of salvation. Rather, it is one that we must accept by faith. God 
initiates, we respond.  
Of course, we can refuse this gift. We can remain in the dark, as Jesus says in the gospel. 
We can dig our heels in and reject his mercy, even when we know we are in the wrong. 
We can also blatantly refuse to repent and reform our lives. We can remain in sin and 
darkness. Like my experience in the car, the choice to refuse God’s objective salvation 
(his mercy) will result in our exile by the side of the road. Sadly, this banishment is a 
choice we have made for ourselves.  
Jesus makes it clear that in order to merit salvation we must repent and believe in the 
gospel. We must turn from the darkness of sin and let the light of his love penetrate our 
hearts. The Father, through his beloved Son, offers each of us the choice of salvation. Let 
us choose to commit our lives to following Jesus. We do not want to risk getting left 
behind.    
 

“I Am the Way, the truth and the life”  
     John 14:6  


