God shows his love for us in
that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us
~ Romans 5:8 ~

A Father’s Love Story
Read: John 3:1-18
Growing up I could never figure out why Easter was such a big deal. I did like hunting
for eggs and candy, and Palm Sunday always left me with something to play with during
mass. Upon asking my Father about Easter’s significance, he lovingly explained it to me
in this way (I paraphrase).
From the beginning God created us to be in union with him. Through God’s
unconditional and personal love for us, he desires that we attain eternal life (Jn 3:16).
Unfortunately, we live in a broken world because of sin. Sin has separated us from God
and introduced evil into the world (Rom 3:23). Sin leaves us deserving eternal separation
from God (Rom 5:15).
When sin entered the world, God set about his loving plan of salvation by sending his
Son, Jesus, into the world. In order to save us from sin, and eternal separation from God,
Jesus willingly died in our place. He paid our debt (a debt we could not pay on our own),
so that we could have eternal life. For, “God shows his love for us in this, that while we
were still sinners Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). If we repent of our sins and believe that
Jesus is our redeemer, we can begin a new life with him (Mark 1:15). “For the penalty of
sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom 6:23).
Only Christianity states that God entered the world, died in our place and offers us eternal
life all because he loves us. It is like a man who cannot pay an insurmountable debt, only
to have his creditor forgive the loan. God owes us nothing, but gives us everything. We
deserve death, but God dies in our place. We are set free, because God went to the cross.
There is not greater act, no greater gift, and no great love than this.

